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The following Table provides a summary of efforts to achieve the goals of the 2007 
Essex Open Space and Recreation Plan. 
 
Goal A. Protect and Preserve Essex’s Open Spaces 
Objective A-1. Preserve and protect the singular and threatened habitats of Essex 
Proposed Action Actual Result Follow-up 

Needed?  
Meet with MECT representatives to gain 
clear understanding of the current Essex 
Woods conservation campaign and what 
the Town’s role should be 

 N/A 

Work to identify and certify vernal pools 
on privately held parcels 

41 Vernal Pools 
Certified 

Confirm source 
information 

Meet with the Chebacco Lake Watershed 
Association and identify opportunities for 
buffer preservation 

Planning Board update 
Water Resource 
Protection District 
Bylaw 

N/A 

Research ownership and negotiate deed 
restrictions for Woods parcels lacking 
frontage.  Educate the public and bring to 
town vote a proposal to conserve the 120 
acres of Town-owned tax-title woodlots 
within the Woods. 

 N/A 

 
Objective A-2. Preserve and protect scenic open spaces 
Proposed Action Actual Result Follow-up 

Needed?  
Meet with Selectmen, NGO 
representatives, and Planning Board to 
review properties under Chapter 61, 61A 
and 61B protection, discuss prioritized 
lands as determined by this Plan, and plan 
strategy in case of chapter program refusal 

 N/A 

Work with the Essex Long-term Planning 
Committee to incorporate Open Space and 
Recreation Plan goals and objectives into 
the Essex’s strategic planning activities 

 N/A 
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Objective A-3. Work to create an “emerald necklace” of contiguous parcels that 
protect or provide buffer for the major habitat types represented in Essex, and 
which provides enhanced recreational access to protected parcels 
Proposed Action Actual Result Follow-up Needed?  
Using the maps developed by 
MAPC for the Essex Community 
Development Plan, identify the 
ownership of privately held parcels 
within the proposed “necklace” and 
formulate a strategic plan for 
protection 

Readily done doing 
updated GIS 
information 

N/A 

Implement strategic plan  Apply for EOEA Open 
Space grant funding 

 
Objective A-4. Preserve, protect, and enhance Essex’s recreational spaces 
Proposed Action Actual Result Follow-up Needed?  
Contact Essex Enhancement 
Committee and discuss 
enhancement needs and 
opportunities for cooperation with 
the Open Space Committee 

Enhancement 
Committee Defunct 
Now Working with 
Strategic Planning 
Committee 

N/A 

Work with the Watershed 
Association to create a Management 
Plan for the Chebacco Lake Nature 
Trail 

Trail Update in 
2007.  

Further update trail with 
assistance from Manchester- 
Essex Regional High and 
Cape Ann Trail Stewards 
(CATS) 

 
Objective A-5. Work to improve the Town’s capacity to preserve and protect open 
space strategically and proactively – please see the five-year action plan for Goal D. 
 
Goal B. Support and Improve Recreational Opportunities and Access to Open 
Spaces for All Essex Citizens 
 
Objective B-1. Improve non-vehicular access to recreational opportunities and open 
spaces through bike, canoe/kayak, and walking trail improvements 
Proposed Action Actual Result Follow-up 

Needed?  
Work with MECT to create accurate trail maps 
of the Essex Woods, using GPS technology 

 N/A 

Work with MassHighway on the upcoming 
causeway improvement project to ensure safe 
bicycle and walking access to open spaces 

Done Look at bicycle 
lanes on 
Southern Ave 

Identify grant sources for trail mapping, 
expansion and improvements and apply as 
appropriate 

 Work with 
CATS and Mass 
in Motion on 
Update 
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Objective B-2. Improve recreational opportunities and access for all demographic 
groups in Essex 
Proposed Action Actual Result Follow-up 

Needed?  
Meet with representatives from the Essex 
Council on Aging to identify opportunities for 
improving elderly access to open space and 
recreation areas in Essex 

 N/A 

Form and subcommittee to develop a plan for 
improving and promoting passive, water-based 
recreation as recommended in the SCORP 

 N/A 

 
Objective B-3. Continue to improve and expand the two town playgrounds and 
playing fields as needed  
Proposed Action Actual Result Follow-up 

Needed?  
Contact Essex Beautification Committee and 
discuss enhancement needs and opportunities for 
cooperation with the Open Space Committee 

Three pocket 
parks created 

N/A 

 
Goal C. Improve Public Education and Awareness of the Unique Nature of Essex’s 
Natural Resources and Challenges to Preservation 
 
Objective C-1. Publish and promote a brochure guide to the open spaces of Essex  
Proposed Action Actual Result Follow-up Needed?  
Identify funding sources and obtain 
printing moneys 

Done  

Draft brochure and circulate among Town 
Boards and interested individuals 

Done  

Publish, publicize and distribute brochures Done Update and Republish 
 
Objective C-2. Use creative outlets to disseminate information of challenges and 
opportunities to protect Essex’s character and natural resources 
Proposed Action Actual Result Follow-up Needed?  
Brainstorm and list events and forums Done  
Recruit volunteers and set event schedule Done  
Work with public schools to conduct 
environmental education around Essex’s 
unique open spaces and rare and 
endangered species 

Went to events 
such as 
Clamfest etc.  

Apply for grants if 
needed 
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Goal D.  Strengthen the Town of Essex’s capacity for preserving and protecting 
open space strategically and proactively 
 
Objective D-1. Improve communication among and education of Town Boards 
regarding open space issues and goals in Essex 
Proposed Action Actual Result Follow-up Needed?  
Meet with Selectmen, Conservation 
Commission, and Planning Board to 
discuss moving forward with OSP 
objectives and strategies to improve 
communication 

Done Meet on November 20, 
2015 

Publish quarterly updates and send to other 
town boards via email and memo 

 N/A 
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Objective D-2. Obtain training for Open Space Committee members  
Proposed Action Actual Result Follow-up 

Needed?  
Set schedule and obtain member commitments to 
attend vernal pool certification and other trainings 
at the Putnam Institute, annual MACC conference, 
and other trainings as they are identified 

 N/A 

Create a subcommittee for member training and 
recruitment 

 N/A 

Continue to earmark money for training of OSC 
members 

 Open Space 
Committee Budget 

 
Objective D-3. Adopt and use the regulatory and legal tools available to aid open 
space preservation 
Proposed Action Actual Result Follow-up 

Needed?  
Designate a member to work with the Planning 
Board to facilitate passage of the draft OSRD 
bylaw currently under consideration 

Done  

Designate a member to work with the Selectmen to 
facilitate passage of the CPA and if adopted in 
2007, help shape the public CPA project 
recommendation process 

Done  Seeking increase to 
1.5% 

 
Objective D-4. Identify grant opportunities and apply for funding to purchase 
parcels, development rights, or conservation easements 
Proposed Action Actual Result Follow-up 

Needed?  
Attend Land Conservation Grant and grant writing 
workshops at Putnam Institute 

 Open Space 
Committee Budget 

Designate member to research grants and make 
recommendations 

 N/A 

Work with local NGO’s to write successful grant 
applications 

Worked with 
ECGA or 
TTOR  

Support the latest 
acquisition plans 

 
Objective D-5. Continue to foster strong relationships with the superb local land 
conservation NGO’s including Essex County Greenbelt, Trustees of Reservations, 
and the Manchester-Essex Conservation Trust 
Proposed Action Actual Result Follow-up 

Needed?  
Meet with representatives from local NGO’s to 
discuss final OSP goals, objectives and action 
items, and set process for regular communication 
with Essex Boards 

Done N/A 
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Objective D-6. Evaluate and update the Town’s Open Space Plan in a timely and 
efficient manner to ensure effective guidance of the open space protection process 
Proposed Action Actual Result Follow-up 

Needed?  
Create a subcommittee to manage the evaluation 
and update process, including oversight of 
submissions to EOEA 

 N/A 

 
Objective D-7. Recruit and train enthusiastic Open Space Committee members to 
create as robust and effective a committee as possible 
Proposed Action Actual Result Follow-up 

Needed?  
Brainstorm a list of potential members  N/A 
Create a subcommittee for member training and 
recruitment 

No Members 
added since 
2007…. 

N/A 
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